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The North Dakota Alliance for Renewable Energy (NDARE) appreciates the 

opportunity to testify in favor of HB 1429, which would provide individual income 

tax credits for residential installation of geothermal, wind, solar or biomass energy 

devices.   

 

NDARE is a non-profit organization that fosters the development and use of 

homegrown renewable energy and energy efficiency through education, outreach 

and public policy advocacy.  We have a diverse membership, including utility 

companies (both investor-owned and cooperatives), farm and commodity 

organizations, renewable energy and energy efficiency businesses, state colleges 

and universities, environmental organizations, engineering and contractor firms, 

individuals, and more.   

 

Since January 1, 2009, income tax incentives have been available to individuals for 

the purchase and installation of geothermal, or ground-source heat pump systems in 

residences. This credit expired on December 31, 2014 and is not allowed for devices 

installed on or after January 1, 2015.  In the past, there were also income tax 

incentives available to individuals who purchased and installed small wind and 

solar energy systems, but the credits could only be claimed by using what was then 

the ND “long form” tax return.  They were seldom if ever used, because even taking 

into account the credits available using the long form, the tax liability was less with 

the short form.   

 

NDARE believes that the income tax incentives available through HB 1429 will help 

to encourage additional investment in these renewable energy technologies, which 

often have higher up-front costs, but over time will provide energy and cost savings 

to homeowners.  NDARE is excited about the emerging opportunity for homeowners 



to install solar electric, or photovoltaic systems, which in the past 2 to 3 years have 

dramatically decreased in cost while improving significantly in performance and 

efficiency.  Surprisingly, a National Renewable Energy Laboratory map shows that 

ND has a better than average solar resource potential.  

 

We also believe that the income tax incentives for geothermal systems have resulted 

in a greater network of suppliers, installers, and maintenance personnel, and should 

be continued.  And, finally, while small residential wind systems have proven 

somewhat difficult to justify on the basis of economic return on investment, Dakota 

Turbines of Cooperstown, ND is working to manufacture and distribute slightly 

larger (30 – 40 kW) wind turbines that may be an option for farm and ranch 

operations.  These incentives could directly assist that business and others in North 

Dakota.  

  

In 2006, NDARE conducted a statewide survey through the Bureau of Governmental 

Affairs at UND to gauge public opinion about renewable energy development in 

North Dakota.  The results of the survey indicated very strong support for 

renewable energy from all corners of the state and across all political persuasions.  

One of the questions was, “Do you think renewable energy should be a priority for 

the North Dakota legislature?”  The response was:  Yes – 93.3%, No – 6.7%.  (We are 

currently in the process of conducting a follow-up public opinion survey on both 

renewable energy and energy efficiency.)  

 

Thank you for your time and attention. NDARE requests your support of HB 1429.     


